
28 January 2015	  
	  
From: Charles Hogan, President	  	  
To: AFSCME Retirees of S/C 161	  	  
Subject: The January 24th Political Conference held in Springfield	  
	  
The Good News:	  	  
1). We had a very productive networking effort. Mary Bennett and I are	  
invited to meet the officers and members of Local 1989.This local	  
Represents staff at Northeastern Illinois University. This is an opportunity	  to 
exchange stories, ideas and to begin a productive friendship among	  working 
members and AFSCME Retirees.	  
	  
2) The one-on-one organizing we have begun is being promoted by	  the 
Council. They were discussed in the workshops that the four of us attended 
this past Saturday.	  
	  
The Bad News:	  Things are as bad or worse than we thought. The temporary 
tax increase	  has expired. Revenue is down and the deficit will grow. The 
legislators	  have no desire to raise taxes to fund state services because the 
majority of Illinois citizens haven’t benefited in the economic recovery. We 
face cuts.	  
	  
Our work is to continue organizing one-to- one. We will have to speak truth 
to our families and friends if we are to stop the corporate spin. Our	  work is 
to get the message to fellow constituents and our representatives	  that there is 
an answer to Illinois’ structural deficit crisis. That by educating	  and 
organizing, we are building popular support for lasting reform.	  
	  
Illinois is the 5th wealthiest state in GDP. The money is here but there	  are too 
many individuals and corporations that pay little or no taxes to pay	  for state 
services. Illinois is a corrupt pay to play state with a flat tax that	  falls 
heaviest on its’ poorest citizens.	  
	  
The work you have begun in our workshops, the legislative visits and rallies- 
These are meant to create a popular movement for reform. 	  
	  
We use organizing to build strength in numbers. Through shared work,	  we 
are building new friendships. That is the special mutual respect and trust that 
originates and flows from our work. This is what empowers us. This is	  why 
the union movement is the nursery and boot camp of democracy.	  The 



movement gives us the opportunity to work with others to bring our	  Ideals to 
life. For the ordinary citizens to be heard. For citizens to have a way to place 
a check on the abuses of economic and political power that threaten 
ourselves and our families.	  
	  
	  	  


